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This book is the third volume in a data mining series, with the two previous ones, authored by
Daniel Larose, entitled Discovering Knowledge in Data: An introduction to Data Mining and
Data Mining Methods and Models. The book stands independently of the earlier two, addressing
the particular data mining topics of the web. It is divided into three parts concerned with,
respectively, mining the structure, content, and usage of the web.

Web mining is an increasingly important sub-domain of data mining. It has multiple aspects
— and, of course, intersects heavily with other application domains of data mining. This book
aims to explain the operation of the relevant data mining algorithms and tools by leading the
reader through applications of them to small data sets, and then illustrating them by applying
the applications to real large data sets. The authors have used the Weka software system (a
public domain data analysis collection) and SPSS Clementine to illustrate. An extensive range
of exercises is included.

The book is supported by a website. Although not complete at the time of the review, the aim
is to include the data sets used in the book and links to other data mining resources. For faculty
who adopt the book for teaching, there is intended to be a further restricted-access website which
includes solutions to the exercises, Powerpoint presentations of each chapter, sample data mining
projects, and other resources.

Overall, the book is highly accessible and clearly presented. In my view it provides an excellent
introduction to mining the web.
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